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To the Reaper. 


Courteous Reapes, 
%P=8%He plain Meditations here- 
VS OL unto annexed, conceived at 
SS firit for the Pulpit , & from 
thence delivered at the cha of a 
gracious * Gentlewoman to the ears MC 
of a few, are now | providence fo z/qwre. 
diſpoſing ] made publick, and in the 

lame Attire preſented to the eyes of 
many. 

his ſhort addreſs humbly be- 

{peaks thy kind acceptance of them, 

and a lodging for them in the trea- 

{urie of thy heart: The common 
good of ſouls is | I aſſure thee }] the 
great deſign of the Author , andof 


the preſent undertaking. And if 
A 2 God 


To the Reaver. 
God be pleaſed to witneſs to his 
own precious Truth, managed in 
this little diſcourſe, and by it convey 
light to any ſoul, I ſhall account my 
ſelf arich gainer by this adventure, 
whatſoever hazards I run init. 

My prayer is; that Gop wHo 
QUICKENETH THE DEAD, would put 
life into theſe dead papers, and by 
his own holy Se1R 1 T leadinto the 
ways of blefſedneſs they dire&t un- 
to; andin the endof thy earthly pil- 
orimage crown thee with bleſſedneſs 
in the kingdom of glorie. This is 
the earneſt defire of him who is, , 


March- 15, Thine to love and ſerve in - 
16523, 
” ,: the Miniſterie of the Goſpel, 


Joszen Rows. 
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Rzevsar. Chap. 14. Verſ. 13. part of it. 


Bleſſed are the dead which die in the Lord , from henceforth, yea, 
{aith the ſpirit , that they may reſt from their labowrs, and 
their works do follow them, 


Regagy Here is controverſie amongſt 7xterpreters CONCEr- The context 
bY Rag ning the cohzrence and dependancy of this verſe. cleared. 

a [82 oft refer it to the foregoing ,* Some few to the Mee 
egg following verſes, but it is not much material how 
we [tate therelation of the words , ſo we carefully inquire 
into , and retain their ſenſe, and meaning. 

The ſcope, and drift of the Text is, tocomfort the Saints The ſtope of 
againſt the fear of death whether »atural , or violent. The !h*! ext pro- 
conſolation held forth in it, is drawn from the happineſs that 29/4: 
departed Saints enjoy upon the very moment of their diſſo- 
lution. And herein the Lord deals like a wiſe Phyſi:ian , who 

A2 applieth 


Diviſfuen of 


The bleſſedneſs of 


applieth cordials, to revive, and keep up the ſpirit of his faint. Þ 
ingPatients. $0 doth our gracious God ! He here tenders a 6: 
rich and Sovereign Cordial, to revive , and heighten fearfull; I 
and dejected Souls againſt the dreadfull chreatnings of the 
evil day. Aſſuring them by a voice from heaven, utce red b 
the ſpirit of trath,that the greateſt evils, yea death it ſelf,do but 
make way for the ſpeedier paſſage of Saints to eternaltelicity. 
Though believers ae either i», or for the Lord , yet herein 
they are b/eſſed, and that inſtantly upon their death, in reſting 
from their labours, and in receiving the reward of ther 
works. Bleſſed are the dead which die in the Lord , from hence 
forth, &c. 
In the words are two general parts. 


Text Firſt A Point propounded ; | Bleſſed are the dead which &c. 
Secondly , A proof fit exhibited , and laid forth [" yea ſan 
the ſpirit that they &c. ] | 
Firſt G:n. Jn the former of thele arethree Circumſtances. cle 
ſuodrvided Firſt, A priviledge, Bleſſedneſs | Bleſſed. | 


Secondly , the perſons to whom it belongs; The dead which 
die in the Lord. 

Thirdly , the time when this glorious Priviledge comes toff ! 
be enjoyed. This 4s carricd under thoſe expreſſions [' fro till 
henceforth ] Bleſſed are the dead which die in the Lord fromf| 2 


henceforth. life 

Second Ge- In the ſecond General are two Particulars. Ser 
T A w aj 1. The Perſon aflerting the former Truth ; The /perir. |; 
OY” 2. The Reaſons alledged for confirmation of the TruthY Au 
and they are two. 3 

The firſt is caken from the ye of departed Saints, * They ac 

+ 0,14; ;, Ie bleſſed thatdyein che Lord , that they may reſt from thei of t 
jocwm,  1abours ; that is becauſe they reſt tromtheir labours i-« rhaſ 
* Pifcator, ? being put for "7: becauſe. | whi 
N:pier, Ju- Theſecond reaſon is grounded upon their reward. The fati 
x pul- works , that is, by a Mcv0nymie the * reward of their wor ber 
wh { _—_ do follow them. ( 
Gerharg * Both reaſons ( as Parers obſerves) are taken from racer and 


wh 


3-4 "3 bY 
8 oo SS” 
Fl 4 


departed Saints, 3 


pho having attained the mark, enjoy a twofold benefit , »-f, 
ind reward. 

fall - | \ Theſe Particulars being too many to be all diſpatched ar 
" thes Ebistime , the firſt General ſhall (by Gods permiſlion) 


aint. 
ersa 


be the boundary of my ſpeech, and your attention. 
Marxdio; © yeuge: © oy Kugin & To? vnaxovTis ' am 'p]1. 
Bleſſed are the dead dying , or which dye in the Lord from 
erein{rnceforth. | 
ſting I ſhall firſt explain the zerms that are ſhadowed with any r;.2 Gy. 
theirfdifficu'ty , and next give out ſuch Dorines as may warran- 7a/ 1xp/ai4- 
Lug tablely be ereted upon this Scripture-foundation. That 
which is to be handled by way of explication is. 
Firſt the meaning of the word [" Bleſſed. | 
&c. Seegnly , who they are, that are here ſaid to die in the 
[url Lord. 
hy Thirdly , what time is eſpecially intended by theſe parti- 
clesof time From henceforth. | 
We begin to open the priviledge held forth under the 
hid tearm[ Bleſſed Jand to ſhew what is meant by it. | 
There is (as D#vines diſtinguiſh) A 3 fold Bleſſedneſs. What 
estof 1- Nature of nature! This Adam had during the ſhort Rerh { 
' from time ofhis abode in Paradiſe. Gl}. 
'Frowſ| 2- Gratie of grace Thus the Saints are happy even inthis 
life. This bleſſedveſ; our Saviour ſpeaks of in that excellent 
Sermon of his upon the Mount, Aatth. 5. Chap. 3, 4, 5, 6, 
. 0£7.8,9, 10, 11. verſes. This is called moſt often by Polemick 
ruth Authours, Beat#t#do vac, the bleſſedneſs of the way. 
3. Glorie of glory | This appertains only to departed Saints, 
T hey and is in other terms called , beatitwdo patrie , the bleſſedneſs 
their of the countrey. This again is 2 fold, 
thall Jnchoata, inchoate , or initial, This is [that bleſſedneſs, 
which is beſtowed upon the /o#/ immediately upon its ſepa- 
Theiff ration from the body ; and of this bleſſednelſs is our Text to 
york] beunderſtood. Or, 
Conſummata, conſummated , and perfeft , which is that high 
acerſj and eminent degree of bleſſedneſs , and glory , which isto 
: | A 4 given 


d by 
» but 
city. 


a The Bleſſedneſs of 
given forth tothe body , and ſoul at the laſt day. The next 
expreſſion to be opened is | 
2. Diſi:ully Who they ate, that are here ſaid [To die in the Lord? ] 


_ preekis ©” jough & ip Nry'# ndfncurnnu 
they are that . . " 

ES cho we render it, The dead which die in the Lord. 

Lord. 1. Thereis a double expoſition given of this clauſe ! Some 


interpret, dying i» the Lord , of dying for the Lord, that is, far 
the Lords ſake, or tor the Lords cauſe. Thus the Martyrs, who 
ſuffered death , for the maintenance of the Lords truth , dyed 
*Bez:. Pil- 3x the Lord, This interpretation is favoured by many * Pro. 
ein Mece — ag ,and by ſome * Popiſoexpoſitors. Andto ay truth, 
+ Bikers ;» The words w xw&® are in ſome few Scriptures to be 
loc. thus expounded, That place is plain-for this, Ephe/.4.1.1 Panla 
Priſoner «'s «ve» we Engliſh it | of the Lord | but accord. 
ing to the Letter of the Greek *tis | i» the Lord ] That is, 
* Chryloſt. * For the Lord according to the Hebrew manner of ſpeaking, 
Muſculu:. Thus * ſome alſo interpret that place., Roms. 16. 2. Receive 
_ Phebe our ſiſter iy xvis, in the Lord, that is , for the Lords 
*-nivines of Jake. SO verſe 12. Perſis is ſaid to have laboured much "« 
the Aſſembly 81, in the Lord, that ts for the Lord, And thus you have 
in their notes an account of the firſt expoſition of theſe words[' dying is 
upon th? the Lord ]reſtraining them to the Aſartyrs dying for the 


pa. Lord | 

Pareus in ; . R : : 

Rom. 16. + 2+ Thereis another interpretation of a greater latitude, & 
verſ. 2. & extenſion , given forth by feveral eminent Dives , who ex- 
12. pound this clauſe ( which die in the Lord as of the Martyrs. 


 oolloger dying for Chriſt , ſo of all Believers allo , dyingin the faith 

haſd 59aod, 0 Chriſt. : . 

Annot. ia This ſence Iprefer , as being moſt genuine and proper to 

Jocum: the preſent Scripture. For!( as Oe well obſerves ) S. 7obs 
doth not here ſpeak of thoſe ſad times of Autichrift , when 
he raged in full Fury againſt the Saizts, but of the mo 
happy age of reformation , when the power of Antichriſt 
ſhall in many places be broken , and the Martyrdoms of the 
Saints , not be ſo frequent as before. So that there is no rea 
lon why dying in the Lord ſhould be limucted co the 44arr1rs; 


when 


Departed Saints. 
when it may be enlarged to all believers , who do as live, ſo 

dye in the Loyd. The Scripture diale& much favours this in- 
terprecation, Some of the family of Narci/sw ,{ profeſling 

the faich of the Lord ] are Roms. 16. 14. Said to be i» *wl-, 

in the Lord. Again, tolive, and perſevere in the profeſlion of 

ome the faith , is John 15.4. called an abiding in Chrift; and 

, for Col. 2.6. 4 walking in Chriſt. And to diein the faith (whe- Diodar. is 
who ther by a natural, or violent death) is 1 Cor.15. 18. expreſſed cum. 

gzed_ under the terms of ſleeping in Chriſt. And thoſe who thus die, | 
Pro-W are x Theſſ. 4. 16. expreſly called, the dead 5 Chriſt. To cloſe —— ng 
uth, I up all; co die in che Lord, isan expreſſion anſweringto that of | ,; ng 
| bell dhing 5» the faith, Heb. 11. 13. Thus they do, who either die 

al 1 for Chrift, as the Martyrs, or in the faith of Chriſt , as all be- 

ord-W levers, wherher Martyrs or 4945 Nevertheleſs, that the 

SE Martyrs are chiefly meant by thoſe that die in the Lord, 1 

ing. readily grant; but that they are 'onely meant l reſolutely deny; 

eiveſl All thoſe. whoſoever they are, that depart in che faith of the 

ord Lord, dic i» the Lord; and ro theſe , as well as to the Martyrs 

1 'v doth the priviledge of b/:ſſcaneſs appertain. 

Iave The time ſpecified for che obtainment of this bl-ſſedneſs rhe third 
g i comes now to be opened. This is held forth under the Greek varticular 


the © particle, "A9dp7:, we renderit From henceforth. opened 3 

, 'Thereis prear'contention amongſt the Learned, about this Seger _ 

e, & MF little word, ' | ment of bleſ- 
) EX- Their ſtrife concerns; * ſeqneſs. 


tyrsF. * Firſt the place and ſitxation of this particle. 
ail} Secondly, the Syntax and Conftruttion of it. 
Thirdly, the genuine ſexce and ſignification' of the ſame. 
r t0 As to the firſt; 
The »#lgar Latine, and ſome others, ſeat this word in the 1. The fitu- 
front of the following ſentence; thus, Amede jam dicit ffiritus 119! ij 
Bl requieſcant 4 laboribus ſuis, & opera eorum [equuntur illes. Oy" 
that is, from henceforth now ſaith the Spirit , that they may reft 
roms their labors, and their works do follow them. The learned 
Divizes, imployed in our laſt Tranſlation of the Zible , have 


ſo pointed rhe verſe, as chat we may indifferently :conjoyn oy 
x - © "i cher 


The bleſſedneſs of 
ther with the precedent, or ſubſequent words. But moſt Greek 
copies, yea all, (as Parexs aſſerts) that of Aſontenus onely ex- 


cepted, and moſt Tranſlators and /nterpreters, fix. Anepl: in | 
the rear, as the concluding.term in this propoſition, [Bleſſed 
ave the dead which die in the Lord from henceforth. | And fo 1 
ſhall took upon ir in the preſent diſcourſe. | . 
Touching the conſtruction of the word 'ATep7. x 
B:7Za inloc, Some joyn itwith @axapet bleſſed ! As thus, Bleſſed from 
* Heinſius henceforth are the dead. A Skilfull *Critich, paſſeth his judge- R 
exercui./47. ment upon this; as ſeeming the beſt conſtruftion of the word, ſl | 
_ alrhough he acknowledge ic may profitably be referred to the , 
ver, 64. laſt clauſe. *Others conſtrue it with «70's; 64.y76. dje,to which I | 
* pcightman word *tis ( as they ſay ) purpoſely ſubjoyned. And this com ; 
& Piſcat. frftzon, is in my apprehenſion, as moreclear, and Gramma I » 
'n (0c) ticalthan the former; ſo more ſerviceable for the diſcoverie of 4 
the mind of God in the preſent expreſſion. The right meanin 
of which, is of moſt concerament ; and that we are forthwi 
to inquire into. Vp | F) 
There is a three-fold f fication of this word 'Awden given - 
forth by the Aafters 0 Ss Greek tongue, each of which , il _.: 
rakef up by /ome, or other of Divines, in their tra»ſlations and 1 
commentaries upon the preſent Scripture. " 


r.. The word is ſometime uſed as a note of aſeveration, 

? Heinfius * Heinſius in his exercitations upon the New Teſtament, ob- be 
n 26. Mart ſeryes,that aiz» 'Andpn,is with the Greekg as much as 4.5 cam 
ver. £4 abyo verily, verily 1 ſay, or 1 ſpeak moſt truly andfaithfulh lf 7. 
And thus (as I take it) is the word rendered. in a very antient {0 


Engliſh tranſlation , which I have ſeen; wherein the Text is 0 
read after this manner , Bleſſed are the dead which diz in thiff (> 

Lord; Even ſo ſaiththe ſpirit , that they may reſt from their 
labonyr, bcc. Hete the Original Ae. *AT«pn, and Net gre " 
—_ (1 ſuppoſe) as an ingeminated aſſeveration by - 

evenſo.| 

uls Bud. 2. Again, ATveyl:, ſignifieth fy, or perfefly, Andin thi ſeq 
o : 16x; f{enxe.is che word rendered by ſome Larine Authors , and inf for 
th 


mates. thus read, The deyd in Chrift are fully bleſſed. 3, Buſ 


2;bles with forme Enghſo Bibles, in which the ; ore! ny of our Text ij 


Poparted Saints. 
3.But moſt Juteypreters conceive the particle *Avdyſ:, to be 
in this place an Adverb of :i»e, repreſenting to us,not the be- 
inning of the Churches ſufferings , as Picator conjeRureth, 
t that very point of time, in which the bleſſedne/7 here 
pounded to the Saints is to commence and begin. Howbeit, 
about the particularitie of 2i»5e intended by this expreſtion, 
there are varietie of coxjeftures amongſt the Learned. 


Some (as Parexs reports ) make the time when this voice ,, 9,;1;@1, 


was proclaimed from heaven, to be the time for the beginning 
of this bleſſedzeſ5. And they give out their meaning to this ef- 

; From henceforth, that is,from thi very inſtant of time , is 
which this voice ts beard from heaven , the dead in Chriſt are 
befſed. Bur this interpretation cannot be admitted , becauſe ic 
ſeems to exclude from happineſs all thoſe that before this time 
diedin the Loyd, to whom, as well as to others, bleſſedneſs ap- 

ins. 


' Others adjudge the time of the Churches reformation , and 2: 97:nion. 


deliverance by the chree Angels, to bethe time, in which the 


happineſs omg in the Text, isto take its riſe, and be- 


inning, From 'nenceforth that is ( ſay 1heſe) from the time 
eeverlaſting Goſpel began to be preached , bleſſed are theſe 
that die 4n the Lord. | 
T hefe that rhus die ( ſaith Parews) not onely are, or ſhall 
be bleſſed , but the three Angels ſhall publiſh , and Preach 
the ſame, refuting the heatheninfh fiRion of purgatory,, fats/- 
faftions and indulgences. This expoſition, alchough favoured 
by emigent Athowys , ſeems not clear to me, but liech open 
t0 many exceptions ; and two much narroweththe mercy of 
God towards deceaſed Saints ; for out of all doubt , they are 
happy, and bleſſed that died in the Lordin the ſad-times of the 
Churches deformation , as well as thoſe that died ſinceinthe 
more lighcſome times of reformation. Therefore I hall crave 
leave modeſHy to pals it over, without building upon it, 


A Third /ort referr the Adverb of ' time from hence- 3. 0pition. 

.Y forth , forward to the time of the /aft j 

F that the time for the bepinniing of the blefſedneſs held forch 5<1irm: 
& Þ 52936 7, 


8 1 IN(o 
in Ribeta, 


ement , and make Lyra i loc. 


The bleſſedneſs if 
in the precious Scriprure.. This way go many Papiſts that 
ſo they may eſtabliſh the rottering Doctrine of Purgatory. 

* zella;:m; The great reaſon urged by * Bel/armine , 'and- other Papal 

nus loc» Writers forthis, is; becauſe the lat judgement is treated of }}| 1 

i p1£4 +, throughout the Chapter. But this is moſt apparently untrue. 

i The 13ſt judpementis onely ( if at all ) treated of in the laſt N 1 

| part of the Chapter : And begins to be ſpokento, inthe | 1 

Y verſe following my Text. | | 

in the former part of it, is 4 repreſentation of ſeveral great '| 


il * verf. 12, things ; asthe promulgation of the * ever/aſting Goſpel: the 

ob verſ.8, prediction of * Babilons down fall; The dreadfull proclama- 

Mi * v1ſ.9.10 tion of indignation, and vengeance againſt the* worſhippers 

pi of the beaſt. All which are to- be eranſaRted by the. '3 Angels 

i! ſome conſiderable ſpace of time, before the time of the laſt IU | 

ih * Mede in judgement. A /ate* Interpreter of our own nation pleades 

locum.;, much for this opinion: But his reaſons have nor ſtrength I ] 
enough to work up my faith'to cloſe with it ,fith-che voice 
from heaven (as is moſt evident) proclaimes ,-not that bleſ. © « 
ſedneſs, that departed Saints ſhall enjoy hereafter; bur the 
bleſſedneis which for the preſent they are poſſeſſed of, and I 1 

fs enjoy. lt is not faid' Bleſſed ſhall be the dead, bt bleſſed ave the 

ih dead which die in the Lord. For this and other reafons'; (too | C 

| many to be now propounded) this interpretation is alfo to 

I : berejected. | 

þy 4 Opinion. The 4.and laſt opinion is of * thoſe, who make the pay- 

| , *Peda Ger. ticular time of every believers death , to be the. very time in- 

| 

| 


hard Bnl- rtenced by the ſpirit in theſe words from henceforth, for the 

j Imger 7 o- Commencement of the bleſſedneſs of the departed Saints, 
(i; im. - . . 
| propoſed, and promiſed in this moſt ſweet , and foul. com- 
|; torting Text. Bleſſed ave the dead which die inthe Lord from 
I henceforth, that is ( ſay the Authors of this expoſition) from 
4h the very inſtant of rheir death. Such as die i the Loyd, upon 
ih the very moment of their diffolution enter into bliſs, Upon 
of the very inſtant of their death , their Souls enter into glory ; 
\f and from thenceſorththis their happineſs rakevits beginning, 
and ariſe, The *$ox/s of thoſe that die i» rhe Lord,are forth- 
| with 


I >!” /ds: I = © LÞowwa 


&Z ora 


" departed'\Saints. 9 


At wa IOE any delay , or interval of time , received of the 
y. Lor | : 
al .. This expoſition I incline 0, and ſhall inſiſt upon; as ſuiting 
of | well with the Text , and plain by many parallel Scriprares. 

1E. Thus I have at length waded through the difficulties of 


a(t this Text. The doctrines come now to be obſerved : And 
he . two. onely (of manythat might be noted } I ſhall prepole, 


and proſecute, 
>at Bs 
he The firſt 'is implyed , and is this ! . | Dias 
1a- T rue believers mnt ſubmit to death as well as others. 1 Lott. 
To, Theſe are in the Text accounted amongſt the number. of 


els | mortalcreatures, and as fuch who muſt one day go down 

aſt WU tothe dead. | 

les The ſecond is clear , and expreſs, and gives forth the very 

th | Pith, and Marrow of the firſt. Genera), and isto this effect.” 

ice T rue believers immeazately upon death are called unto, and 2 Dott. 
ef. BU crowned with bleſſedneſs in the Kingdom of glory. 

he They are bleſſed that die i» the Lord from thenceforth , that 

nd | is from the very inſtant of their departure. | 


the I beſeech you lengthen out your attentiqn while I diſ- 
oo | courſe briefly , and plainly upon both theſe Truths. 
to 

Of the firſt DoQrinein the firſt place. | | 
ar- True believers muſt ſubmit to death as well as others. Firft Doft. 
in- All chat live muſt one day die , and meet togetherin the *4*4/ed 


he © grave. This is the hoyſe appointed for all living Job. 30. 23. 

ts, The Patriarch, and Prophers could not obtain a Protection - 

m- | againſtthe arreſts of death. Tomr Fathers where are they,and 

om | the Prophets do they live for ever? Zech.1.5, Nothey did not. 

»m | They are all laid in the duſt. Abraham i dead, and the Pro- 

on | phrts are dead, Joh. 8. 52. Lazarm the friend of Chriſt , fal- 

on | {th - aſleep , that is, dieth , Fohx 11. verſes. 11, 14. * Sarah. *G-23-2- 
y; | * Rachel; and other holy women that truſted in God, at laſt *6ea.35-18 
gave up the ghoſt, and died. Dorcas a Diſciple , full of good 

works and of alms-deedes , at length gave way to nature, falls 

B 3 | 


ſick, 
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fick,, and dieth, AR. g. 36, 37. Yea, Chriſt himſelf being 
found in faſhion as a man, humbled himſelf, 'and became obe- 
dient wnto death , Phil. 2.8. There is a death due to every He 


Mancheſter or She that happens to be born, Yea. *tis as natural (/aith 


Contempt. 


Cajeran. iz 
$, Heb. 29, 


one) to die, as to be born. 

Death is called Foſs. 23. 14. The way of all the earth. All 
men and women, believers, and unbelievers , muft walk in this 
_—_ man u he that liveth, and ſhall not ſee death ? Pſa, 

9. 48. 

Death is vi regia, the King of heavens high-way to the 
other world. Thou ſhalt die ( ſaid « Philoſopher to a friend of 
bis, ) not becauſe chou art ſick, but becauſe thou livel?. 

It isthe | arr priviledge of the Saints in hegvey to die 
never; the dreadfull puniſhment of the damned, in he/ to die 
ever; the Law, Charter , or Cuſtom of men oz. caxth to dic 
once. The Saints themſelves are noc able co chalenge an im- 
munitie from death , but muſt , when their turn comes, give 
way toit as well as others. And that for theſe Reaſons : 

Firſt, becauſe of the decree of God ommniparent. 

Gods Statute-Lay of Death, r all ; Wor and bad, 
believers and unbelieyers. Ir is the decree of the living God, 
that allmen wwff oxce die, Heb, 9. 27. *Tis the ſNanding Law 
of heavey, that all on earth muſt die. If avy find exemption, 


as did Enoch and Elias, this comes to paſs through the fingu. 


lar diſpenſation of God the Kg of heaven : and doth not at 
all impeach the credit, truth, and authoricie pf this general de- 
cree. The Statute is regwdar, that all muſt dieg the diſpenſati. 
on fngalar, that ſome have not died. 

Again,true Belieyers muſt ſubmit. to death as well as others. 

Secondly, by reaſon of ſix jnherext. Believers have ſin in 
them as well as others, and by means of it come ynder the guik 
af death as well as others. The bodies of believers are dead 
( chat is ſiſbjeR ro death) SP Cuagriay, becauſe of ſin, Rom.8. 
1 1. Death is the brat of fin ; &fin is the parent, 4 mother of 
death. By one man ſin entered into the world”, and death 21 ſn, 
ard ſo death paſſed upon alt mee, for that alt have Jinued', Rom. 
5. 12, {in made way to death. Finally, 


Saints deparied, 


Finally, Believers die as well as others. 

In repuea of matter conſtituent : Their bodies are made up 
of periſhitig materials,as well as the bodies of others. The bo- 
dies of all, holy, and unholy are made of the ſame duſt , and 
muſt alike in their ſeveral courſes r:tarn to the duſt from 
whence they were taken. 

The Saints have in them rich treaſures of grace ; but their 
bodies which arethe cask containing theſe treaſures, are ( as 
the Apoſtle ſtileth chem) earrhen veſſ's, or veſſels of ſhell , as 
the Greek ſignitieth, 2 Coy. 4. 7. Veſſels of earth , or ſhell 
are liable to breaking ; ſo are the bodies of the Saints to pe- 
riſhing and death. The bodie in the 2 Cox. 5. 1. is called «*i- 
Hos 6 win, an earthly honſe. It iscalled a heyſe becauſe of its 
uſe and beautie ; an earthly bouſe becauſe it is made of the 
earch, and muſt to the earth again. The bodies of Gods 
deareſt ſervants are made of the ſame brittle metal , that the 
bodies of other men are, and therefore are alike liable to 
breaking and abath. 

Our own ſad experience doth give abundant evidence to 
this 1y#th, 1 paſs therefore from the confirmation, to the 
application Of it, And this isrwo fold, 

Firſt, for commination and threatening to all wicked men. 

Secondly, for Adwmonition, and counſe/ to the Saints, For 
the firſt, | 

This Truth ſounds an allarm of vengeance againſt all wick- 
ed men living , and dying in Jane If Gods friends maſt die ! let 
not his enemies dream of eſcaping death. 

They tay with the rich fee/ in the Goſpe/, ſing lu#aby to 
their ſouls ; but (except they repent) in a time erethey be 
aware , will death arreſt chem , and then without þi/, or 
14npri/e remain they muſt in the black priſon of Hel. It can 
be no comfort to fSnwers , that the righreows die , as well as 
themſelves, Although both die , yet death is not the ſameto 
both. Death is a mercy to believers, a cxr/e to unbelievers. 
Death like the Awpe/ plucks the Saints out of Sodems , and 
conducts them to Zoar, a City of refuge , but as a Boyliff 4 4 

awet 


The Uſes of 
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Uſe 1. 


Luke 12. 
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14 


2 Hſe. 


D-zty 1. 


3ſt. 38. 7. 
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draweth wicked men from this earth, to the dungeon of He/.. 
Death in a word brings Deliverance to the Saints ; but de- 
ſtruction to all wicked , and impenitent ſinners. The Saints 
live in death, but incorrigible ſinners are deſtroyed, and die 
by it. I will kill her children with death, was Chri#ts threat- 
nirg againſt the followers of fezahel Rev. 2. 23. This will 
be the doom , and down- fall of all-ſuch as are workers of " ini- 
quity. The Lord give finners hearts to conſider this , before 
the warrants of death be ied out againſt them. 

Secondly , this truth holds forth advice to you that are 
the friends of Feſns Chrift and profeſs faith in him. This 
concerns 3: duties. 

The firſt is. Timely preparation for death. You muſt 
die , as well as others: learn, [ beſeech you, to prepare for 
death, that ye may be happy in, and after death, To labour 
not todie ( ſaith one) is to labour in yain ! They onely are 
happy that think of death, and prepare for it in time of life. 
The ex of this life , is no other than the beginning of ſor- 
rows to ſuch as are unprepared. Oh let me prevail with you, 
to fit your ſelves for your journey towards your /ong-home. 
The Prophet E/ay adviſeth Hezekiah to fer his houſe in or- 
der , becauſe he ſhould die , arid not live. You muſt one day 
die, and not ve : beadviſed to ſet your eſtates, RE 
above all your ſe/resin order , that ſo ye may finde mercy 
in the day of death. 

In order to the better diſcharge of chis duty, Be ye pleaſed 
to obſerve theſe following dire&tions. | 

Make it your dayly prattiſe' more, and more to deſtroy ſin in 
your mortal bodies. It ye wil: live , when you die; you mult 
die to ſin while you live. He that dieth in his ſins without 
repentance, ſhallto his eternal wo , ever finde fin living in 
himſelf, Prepare therefore every day, for your dying day, 
by dying unto fin : this is the way to live aſter death. Jf ye 
live after the fleſh ye ſhall die , but if ye through the ſpirit mor- 
rifie the deeds of the bodie ye ſhall live, Rom. 8, 13. Ye ſhall 
live , (deſtroying fin) both 

death, 


before , and aſter death ; before 
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death, the life of grace ; after death , the life of glorie. This 
aayly preparation for death, was the Apoſtles dayly prattice, 
1.Cor. 15.31. 1 ave dayly, ſaith he. That is, as death hangs 
over my head continually, fo I dayly prepare for it. 

Secondly, Lay up treaſures for your ſelves in heaven every 
day while you are upon earth. This is as yourdutie, ſo your 
crown, A holy life is the beſt preparation for death. If you 
build upon Chriſt the rock, the ſtorms of ſicknels, and death 
ſhall do you 110 annoyance. Live co Chriſt now , and he wil 
receive you in death ; yea ye ſhall live with him after death. 
He will {ave the ſouls of his ſervants, Pal. 34. 22, Living re- 
ligioully, you may die cornfortably. The righteors hath hope in 
hu. death, Prov. 14. 32. : 

Thirdly, Meditate frequently npon death. Frequent ac- 
quaintance with death, takes away the bitterneſs of death, and 
fics a man the better to undergo it. As the flight of a bird 15 
airetted by her train; and as the courſe of a ſhip is ſteered by the 
helm; ſo (to uſe a common and familiar compariſon) # the 
bfe of Cbriſtians rightly ordered by a dayly conſideration of their 
latterend, It is reported in Hiſtories of Philoſtates , that he 


lived ſeven years in his Tomb, that ſo he might be throughly 


acquainted with it. The a/l-wiſe God , Dent. 32.29. com- 
mends the ſerious contemplation of our latter end , as an a&t 
of ſpiritual wiſdom. 0h that they were wiſe , that they under- 
ſtood this, T hat they would conſider their latter end. Thus otthe 
firſt dutie. I can but hint at the following duties. The next of 
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which is, A carefall uſing of religious kindred and acquaintance Dutie 2. 


zo the beſt advantage. They ſhall not alway remain with you 
inthis earth; while you enjoy their company improve it to the 
utmoſt, Religious and godly perſons are as /ights 5n the world, 
Phil, 2, 1.5. While we enjoy this light, it is our dutie to work 
by it. The light of their company and counle],will ſhine upon 
us but a while : Therefore ( as our Savioxr adviſeth in refer- 
ence to himſelf and Goſpel, Fohn 12.35.) While we have the 
light, we ſhould walkin it, Godly perions are but lent us fora 
time : Oh let us receive what good we may from them _ 
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the Lord call them hence to himfelf by death. It will bethe 
condemnation of many wicked ones , that they have god 
friends and make no good uſe of them. : 
The laſt dutie commended to the Saints from the forme 
Doctrine is : 
Cheerfmlneſs, and reſolution, under the aſſaults of, death the 
King of fears. 

When we are to encounter with death, let us conſider,we aft 
to do no other, than what the Saints have undergone before 
us. Abraham, Iſaac, and Jacob , yea,all the holy men , and 
women that truſted in God , ( our Seviowr himſelf not cx 
cepted) have encountered with this enemie, We ſhould (me. 
thinks) boldly look death inthe face , ſich ſo many of Go 
IYorthies have skirmiſhed with it, and ſo made way to them. 
ſelves for an immediate paſſage unto glory. And this bring 
me to the laſt and principal Poixr of the Text. 


True believers, immediately upon death, are called unto , am 
crowned with bleſſedneſs in the kingdom of glorie. 


The Saints, inſtantly, upon their leaving of the earth, goto 
live with God in beaven. Though they are nor f/y glorious, 
or ſo glorioully happy as they ſhall be when both 4oate & ſoul 
ſhall ſhine with glorie, yet immediatly upon their reſpe&ive 
deaths they enter into glory ; and have fuch a meaſure of it 
given forth to their /ox/s, as they in that condition are caps- 
ble to receive. There is much in Scriptere for the confirms 
tion of this truth. I ſhall refer the quotations to , and draw 
them from ſeveral Topick places. And ſo The Doftrine may 
be confirmed : 

©. Argument Firſt from Seriptures declaring the immediate reception off 

of Screpture departed Saints into the kingdome of glorie. It is faid of faith- 

- Hs = 'be full Abraham, Gen. 25. 8. That he gave wp the ghoſt and died, 
' and wa gathered to his people. As ſoon ks was dead, be was 


gathered to his people. This is ſpoken , not in regard of his 
bodie, he being buried where few, or none of his Counrrev. 
men 
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men, and kindred lay interred, but in regard of his /ow/; and 
the phraſe intimates , that his ſou! ſtraightway upon its co- 

ming torth of the bodie,was carried to that place of happineſs, 
rmety where his pious countrey-men and predeceſſors were before 

him. And this place is no other than heaves, which is the 
congregation-houſe tor the receiving of the ſpirits of juſt men 

made perfett. We find this alſo affirmed of 1/aac, that he died, 

4nd was gathered to his people, Gen. 35. 29. The fame is faid 
of 7 acab, Gen. 49. 33. He gathered up his feet into the bed, and 
yielded wp the ghoſt, and was gathered to his people. The mean- 
ing of theſe expreſſions is; dns ſoon as theſe holy men died, 

-M their ſouls went to the manſions of ererxal felicitie,and to the 

companie of glorified Saints in heaven. 

So much may evidently be concluded from the now recited 
texts, compared with Aſarth. 8.1 1. where our Savioxy faith, 
that 11any hall come from the Eaft and Weſt, and ſhall ſit deww 
with Abraham, Iſanc, and faceb in the king dom of heaven. Ta- 
king it for granted, that theſe Parriarchs were ajreadie in 
heaven. 

And (to remove all ſcruples ) this Chriſt ſpake, long before 
his death, and aſcenſion into heaven , by which ( as Popi/h 
ſophiſters imagin ) be opened theſe everlaſting doors, and 
made enterance for his Saints who were before ſhut our. 

The Scriptures upon which they build thi 3 idle fancie , arf 
wreſted, and miſapplied. Theſe words of Heb. 9. 8. [ The 
- 4) #120 the holieft of all was not yet made manifeſt , while the 

rſt tabernacle was ſtanding | are groſely miſtaken. For *tis not 
laid (as one well oblerves) the 


© che holieſt , which is heaven, was not yet menifeſt while the 
firit tabernacle was ſtanding; that is, was not ſo clearly reveal- 
ich- Wed, as it was afterward by be light of the Goſpel. That of 
S. ?obn 3. 13. makesnothing for it. The place cannot be in- 
terpreted ſo, as ifno man aſcended heaven before Chriſts aſ- 
cenfion; the foregoing allegation from E. Aatthews Goſpel, 
- Band many other Scriptures plainly contradict ie. We are __ 

C2 ore 


t the way to the holieſt was c/o- © #n Heb. 
ed, or font up; but that which is affirmed is , that the way to 9'*: 
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fore to unſterſtand that verſe, not in a /irera/,but in a ſpirita- 
Calvin. in 41, and-fignrative ſence. Þy alcending up to heaven, is meant 
locum. a pure knowledpe, and a ſpirirual light of underſtanding in, 
and about che myſteries of God. To aſcend heaven here , is {up 
Pifcator 2:1 with an underſtanding eye , to prie into the myſteries of hea- EUfro 
lcum ven; and to be admirced as privie to the counſels of God. the 
Another wrelted Scripture Heb. 11. 39. Theſe All havino IN Al 
received a good report through faith received not the promiſe. «be 
From hence it is ( by ſome) inferred ,that theſe worthies went. im 
not to heaven when they died, To this we ſay, that the pre-{» 
* Camer1n ſent place , ſpeaks not of the * condition of theſe Saints after W141 
ia 10:um. death , but of ſomewhat concerning them before, and at the © 
time of their death. They died and received not the-promiſe; WW 3: 
that is,the great promiſe, Chriſt incarnate, and the happy, and of 
gloriouseſtare of che Church under him. They had Chriſt one- 
ly in promiſe,dying ere they received a real exliibition of this 
promiſe. They died in expectancy of Chriſt tocome, whom we: 
now enjoy in life, and death,a« come. Thus you ſee, notwith- 
ſtandingthele cavils,the Patriarchs upon their deaths forth- 7 
with entered into glory. So did the poor Lazar alſo ; He (ot + 
died , and forthwith upon his death , rhe Angels carried him! 
into Abrahams boſom, Luke 16. 22. That is to the happy o- 
*,P.ſcaior ciety , and lellowſhip of Abrabam, and other * believers in 
2 05a the Kingdom of heaven. Alchough the body of this Saint 
 * hadnot a pompous funeral , as the rich mans had, yer his ſoul 
was attended by the glorious Apgels, and by them inſtantly 
conveyed tothe glory of heaven , repreſented under thele 
* Ko 4- tropical expreſlions 742 «6707 76 *Afpz®'s, Abrahams boſom. 
ii. This happinels is repreſented by the &4o/om of Abraham, 


* Pe:er rather than of any other Saint; becauſe he is the * Fa- 
Matt. 2* ther of all thoſe that believe : and the head as it were, of 
+ 0n. 2) thoſe men , «whom God rakes into covenant with himſelf, 
Myioch in The phraſe is borrowed, either from * Aarriners, who carry 
tocum their ſhips, out of the tempeſtuous Waves, into the good 
* Capel harbour, or quiet boſom of the ſea : or from the * cuſtom of 
Spice. mn the Eaſtern Nations , who at their banquets uſeto lean, ot 
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lie ia eacly others boſom : or rather. From the prattiſe of 
tender parents , hugging, and imbracing their little ones into 
their boſoms. Even ſo the fouls of the Saints immediately 
upon death , are carried by the Angels , whoare Gods P5lors, 
from the troubleſom ſea of this world , to reſt and ſafety in 

the harbour of heaven; and co fit down, as at a banquet, with 
Abraham, and other believers in that glorious place ; where 
they ſhall be l;onoured , not onely with the fellowſhip , and 
imbraces of the Saints, but of God himſelf their tender Father, , 7, 1s. 
in whoſe *.preſence there 15 fulneſs of j.y, and at wheſe rig! \. 
hand theve are pleaſures for ever more. 

Thus was it with Lazar ; andthus ſhall it be with all the 
Saints ; the ending of this lite , will-be to them , the be ginning 
of happineſs in the next. When their faith ends, as ut doth 
when clus life ends , then ſhall they receive the ſalvation of their 
owls,1 Pet. 1. 9. Thereis a paſſage in the 12 of Eeccleſ. 7. 
fully declaring the condition of ſouls in, and after death ; and 
Ihope I may (without A r1g:4cenſwre) place it , under this 
Topick place. The words are theſe ; Then (meaning the time 
of death) ball the duft return to the earth , as it was,and the 
ſpirit /ball rtturn to God who gave it, As certainly, as the duſt, 
that i: the body , goeth down to the dnſt ; ſo certainly the 
ſpirit that z5 the ſoul goeth up unto God to be judged, ard 
to receive Either of his juſtice, in a ſentence of immediate 
tondemnation , Or of his mercy in an i»ftantly beginning, and 
evcrlaſting /a/vation. The ſoul without delay , upon its ſepa- 
ration from the body repairs to God , to receive according 
to her demerits, either chains and torments in he// the priſon 


of diſobedient ſpirits ; or frcedom,and bleſſedneſs in heaven, 
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abont this truth, in thar excellent portion of Scripture, || » 
2 Cor. 5. 1. We know that if onr earthly howſe of thu taberna. | 0! 
cle were diſſolved, we have a building of God , an houſe not made i © 
with hands , evenal in the heavens. In this verſe our * body i 76; 
is compared to a tent,or tabernacle,the g/oy of heaven to an i 
eternal houſe, When the ſoul is called away from ſojourning if be 
are 
in, 
pla 
as 


in the tabernacle of the body,ſhe inſtanly goeth to dwel in that 
eternal houſe of glory above. This the Apoſtle , and other of 

the Lords people knew , and believingly received as an un. 
doubted truth, And upon this account isit , that death hath 
been ſo earneſtly deſired by them. 7 have a deſire (aid $, 
Panl ) tobe diſſolved , and to'be with Chriſt, which t« farr ber. {be 
ter, Phil. 1. 23. Yea,this is the defire of all the Saints, 2 Cor. Mr 
5.8, Je are confident aud willing rather to be abſent from the BW 
body , and to be preſent with the Lord. The fouls of the Saints 
ſtraightway upon death,enter into the ſociety and fellowſhip 
of Chriſt in glory. Aſſcen as they depart hence , they go roſs nt 
Chrift ; and are preſent wich him 5»ſta»tly upon their abſence 
from the body. Now the knowledge and faith of the Lords 
people concerning this, was it, that made them ſo defirous « 
death. Did their ſouls die , or ſleep, or paſs through the pe. 
nances of Purgatory , before they went upto heaven, death 
were not ſo deſirable , as the Saints, guided by the unerrin 
ſpirit , kyow it to be : neither yer ſhould they be with Chrif 
upon death, which they fully know, and firmly believed, burſſſ'bar 
in an eſtate of further diſtance from Chyift , then whilſt they 
were here upon earth , which is expreſly contradictory to 
the word of Truth. 

The laſt Scriprure- Argument,l ſhall urge for confirmation) © 
of the former Trath,is f Arr from Scriptures repreſenting 
promiſes from Ged to the Saints of immediate entrance into 
vlory , upon their reſpeRive diſfolutions ; and the prayers of 
dying Saints , that God would ( according To his prow:ſe) 
receive, up their ſouls to himſelf in glory. We may ſee theſe 
promiſes in the following quotations. The firſt is E/ay 57. 2 


He ſnall enter inte peace ; they ſhall reſt in their beads each on 
walking 
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walking in his mprightneſs. In theſe words we have a gracious 
+. | promife made out to all thoſe that walk uprightly before 
+ | God , that upon their deaths they ſhall exrey into peace , and 
7 Ke their beds. Theſe expreſſions [| He ball enter into how, 
in © import and hold forth chat happineſs, which upon death ſhal 
1p be beltowed upon the ſouls of the upright , in their immedi- 
nt © are enjoyment of God in glory; the laſt clauſe [they ſhall reft 
of i» their beds jſheweth, that as the * ſouls of the Saints go unto a * Synod 
n. Þ place of reſt,& bliſs, fo their bodies are laid to reſt inthe grave, *9-#z 
> {as in 4 bed or bed-chamber until the general! reſureRion. cents 
5s & Theother quotation is Lyke 23. 43. To day(faid Chriſt to 
ot. {the pemitent thief )r how ſhalt be with me in paradiſe. That is,this 
7, very day in thy ſoul, thou ſhalt be with me in Paradi/e, Chriſt 
the WY means not the earthly Paradiſe, for that is ſuppoſed deſtroy- 
nes &d by the flood ; neither can the ſoul which is frital , be af- 
hip ected with earthly delights ; bur che czleſtial Paradiſe, which 
)tof85n0 other than heaven, as is plain by 2 Coy. 12. 2, 4, verſes. 
The Greek word watadew%%, * ſignifieth a moſt pleaſant gar-* p74 lx. 
den, ſet forth with fruitfull trees of all ſorts, And by a * figure 6Greco/at. 
taken from the garden where Adam was put , when he was * P4-d-'2 48 
in the Nate of innocency, is here uſed, as elſewhere in 73 £443: 
* Scripture , to ſignifie The place of eternal happineſs. So,  , . 
thatin this ſcripture , there is as a promiſe of heaven made to , JEN 
the penicent thief; ſo alſo, a preſent enjoyment of it , upon 
that very day of his death. And this promiſe ( as * Origen 0:igen.how. 
hey{*otes) concerns not him onely bur all the Saints of God, 15. in Gen. 
; ro The ſhift of Smalcins, and other Heyeticks to evade the 
force of this Scripture is weak, and abſurde. They 
rion ay chat [| 91«%099. to day | hath dependance upon the for- 
ringſ}®er words , andrelates to the infant in which the promiſe 
intol8 99S made , and not to the future in which ig was to be per- 
of formed. And they thus read and paraphraſe the verſe. And 
iſe) eſus ſaid unto him ; verily I ſay unto thee to dgy ,| that 15,1 
heſe Row tell thee, ] rhow ſhalt be with me in Paradi 6, [to wit 
7. 2.Fferthe time of the laſt judgement. But this g/z/5 of theirs, 
; emj[enders Chriſt; anſwer ſapleſs , and »nſavonry ; fathers bar- ' 
tology 
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*John 7.45 falogy upon him, the 5»finite wile Saviour of the world, who 
[pake a5 never manſpake ; and is a groſs corruption of the ſa- 


Th' uſes of 
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cred Text. 


The Greek and Syrzackh copies read, and render it other. 
wiſe; referring | 9-#*0,, ro day ] tothe latter words, as repre- 
ſenting the time in which the promiſe of being with Chriſt in 
Paradiſe , was to be made good to this penitent Thief. The 
[0 day] of the Lord Jeſus in this verſe, anſwers to the [when 


of the thief in the former verſe; and ſheweth , that the time 


when Chriſt would remember him , ſhould be that 


Thus CRONng the exceptions of adverſaries ) this 
e of Chriſt tothe repentiag thief, is a full, and cenvin- 

cing proof, for the paſſage of oma ſouls unto gloric , and 
eparation from the bodie. Fl 


promi 


that, immediately upon cheir 
nally, upon this account is it, that dying Saints bave 
commended their fleeting ſouls: to the mercie of G 


very day, 


od Tim 


did the bleſſed Martyr Srephen, Lord e/us ( faid he ) receive 
my ſpirit, AR. 7.59. So did our Saviour; ather into thy hands 


1 commend my ſpirit, Luke 23, 46. Theſe petitions ſhew ] ary 
ly, that God doth take care of the ſouls of his Saints in 


each, 


& forthwith upon death receives them unto himſelf in glorie. 


This Truths alſo, very profitable in application 


the Dail 14ne ſerve , 


Vſe #£ 


1. For Refatation. 
2. For Exhortation. 


, and may 


The preſent 7-#th ſpeaks to the refutation, and overthrow 
of two ſoul-ſadning opinions., The one, an opinion of the bu 
pits, The other, of Xortaliſts, and Soul-fleepers, a loofe left 


among our ſelves, 


The firſt opinion refuted by this Truth is , of the Papiſts, 


who dream of a Purgatorie, or place in which, (they 


lay) ſome 


of thoſe that die In the Lord, are for a time to be purged, and pu- 


niſhed before they arrive to the bleſſedneſs of glorie. 


1his opinion is a meer fancie and device of giddie brains 
having not the leaſt countenance from the Word of God, but 
direftly oppoſing it; terrifying the Saints wich anguiſh and 


pains, 


Departed Saints. 


pains, even horrible and he/i/5; when the ſpirit promiſeth no< 
thing but b/eſſedxeſs and reſt in the kingdom of heaven , and 
that,as it is in the text, from henceforth after death, that is, in- 
ſtantly upon their departure. Pur gatorie ( as one well) is a 
fition invented purpoſely to make the Popes Kitchin fmoke. 
And is an invention not known to the Greek Church for the 
ſpace of 1500 years after Chriſt, and but of late known to the 
Latine Church. We read in Scripture as of two ſorts of per- 

ſons, good and bad; ſo of two places onely for the receiving 
of theſe after death. wicked men die , and immediately go down 

to hell; the righteous die, and ſtraightway aſcend heaven. For a 

third place, God made none, the Scriprares mention none,the 

Fathers believed none, acknowledging onely two places hea- 

yen and hell for the receiving of ſouls after death. 

The ſecond opinion refuted by the preſent Doctrine, is of 
ſome amongſt our ſelves; who ſay, the ſouls of Saints , do not 
pon death partake of glorie in heaven, but ether die, or ſleep un- 
tl the time of the reſurreftion. Auguſtine in his dook of here. 
ſes, calleth the authors of this wicked , and drowſie opinion 
Arabici, from the place of their firſt original , and abode. 
The confirmation of the former Truth, is a ſufficient confuta- 
tion 0f this monſtrous exror, The ſouls of the Saints immedi- 
ately upon their ſeparation, arecalled to the enjoyment of blel- 
ſedneſs in heaven; therefore they neither die, nor ſleep. If 
(eparate ſouls were either dead , or aſleep , they could not be 
happie , -and bleſſed :. Sith according to the maxim in the 
Schools; all bleſſedneſs conſiſts in ation. 

Death may kill the bodie , but it cannot kill the ſoul. The 
ſoul is by the /z2mortal God honoured with laſtingneſs , and 
immortalitie. Though the ſoul had a time in which it began 
to live, yet there is. no time, in which it ſhall die. . Yea,let me 
ſay, that.che judgement of eternal death upon unbelieving 
fouls, doth not conſiſt in a privation of life, but of happineſs, 
and plorie, Eternal death is not an annihilation of being to 
wicked ſouls, or a privation of life in them , bur an infliction 


of everlaſting torments upon them. Everlaſting death is in- 
| D 
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fied upon the ſouls of ſinners, not by killing, or annihilating 
their ſouls, but by tormenting them with infernal puniſhments. 
The unbelieving ſoul (to ule an expreſſion of Arnguſtines ) i 
immortal unto death. Ever dying, and yet never dead , under 
the deadly ſtroaks ofthe ſecond death. As for the believing 


' ſoul, ſhe is immortal unto life ; and lives in, and after death. 


i 


Hence is it, that God ( who #5 not the God of the dead, but of the 
living ) is ſaid to be the God of Abraham ; Iſaac , and 7acob: 
Matth. 22. 32. Abraham then is alive, [aac is alive,and 7acob is 
alive; but how ? Not in their bodies, but in their ſouls. Their 
bodies were long ſince dead, and periſhed; but their ſouls live 
in glorie. Hence again is it, that a/! dead Saints are ſaid to 
live toGod, Luke 20. 38. Even becauſe they live with God in 
their ſpirits, alrhough they are dead in reſpeR of their bodies, 
or in the account of the world, Furthermore , the appe/lxtions 
by which the death of the Saints is deſcribed , are plain diſco- 
veries of the life, and immortalitie of the ſoul. Holy ob calls 
his death a change, chap. 14. 14. Death is not to the Saints, 
an abſolute privation of life, but onely a change, or mutation, 
of place and condition, The bodie goeth to reſt in the grave; 
the ſoul leavesthe earth, and goes to heaven. Aged Simeon 
ſpeaking of his death, calls it a departwre,or a ſetting at liberty, 
as the Greek ſignifies. The ſoul is not deſtroyed by death, 
but onely ſet at /iberrie from the priſon ofthe bodie ; and ob-' 
rains a /er-paſs to depart from the miſeries of the earth , to the 
joys above. The Apoſtle Perey calleth death , « /aying down 
of bzs tabernacle, 2 Pet. 2. 14. The Metaphor is taken from 
Shepherds; and the Apo#le by it G—_— that, as ſhepherds, 
when = leave their tents, do go home to their houſes:ſo we 
that arethe Lords people , when by death , the tabernacles of 
our bodys are taken down,do in our ſouls depart hence,to dwcl 
1n houſes not made with hands, but eternal in the heavens. The 
ſoul then doth not die, but live in, and after death. Touching 
the /lceping of the ſoul, which ſome affirm, and hold forth to 
the world, chiefly upon this pretext, becauſe death is in Scrip- 
ture reſembled 7o ſteep, and vnder that notion my ro 
| publick 
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publick view, give me leave, to drop'a word or two. '; 

Death indeed is a kind of ſleep;and is often in Scrigrure x- 
preſſed-by that ſweet, and /ove/y name. But we are to know, 
that death is ſo called, not in referenceto the ſon, as if it ſlept 
in the bodie, as /ome dream; or were caſt into a dead fleep be- 
ing ſeparated from the bodie, as o&hers imagine ; but wholy in 
regard of the bode, which by death is eaſed of all its pain, and 
travail under the fun. In Rev. 6. 9, 10, 11. The Life, ations, 
and glorie of ſantified ſouls in the ſtate of ſeparation are vip 
onally repreſented to S. Fohn; The words are theſe, / /aw xxder 
the altar the ſouls of them that were ſlain for the word of God, 
for the teftimonie which they held. And they cried with a loud 
voice, ſaying, How long, O Lord, holy and true, deft thou not a- 
venge our blond on them that dwell on the earth. And 
white robes were given unto every one of them. This Scripture 
holds forth to our purpoſe. 

I, That the ſouls of Saints, in the ſtate of ſeparation , are 
not dead, but alive; not aſleep , but waking , and watchfull 
They cre unto God againſt the wicked; not for any particular 
vengeance, but of zeal to Gods juſtice, and of deſire of the 
full coming of his kingdome, iu thetotal ruin of the wicked, 
and in the laſt and finaljndgement. 2. This Scriptnre imports, 
that the ſeparate ſouls of Saints are not in Purgatorie, butin 
heaven. They are «nder the altar; that is, they are in the pre- 
ſence, and under the proteRion of Chri##, who is our altar. 
Laſtly', it ſheweth , that theſe ſouls partave of Chriſts glorie. 
They have white robes given to themt and this is an emblem of 
n glorie, wherewith they are dignified. Thus of the firſt 
uſe, 


In the next place this :y#th is profitable for exhortation,and __ 


that to ſeveral Goſpel-duties; I can ( through the want of 
time) onely touch upon them. 

1. The firſt duty is; A willingneſs to die when God calls to it. 
Death makes way for life, and glory. To die once well , is to 
live eternally, Immediately after our diſſolutions we go to 
Chriſt , which 5; beſt of all. This (x me thinks ) ſhould ſweeten 

2 
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the bitterneſs of death, and make the thoughts of it peſt 
and detietuir, The ©3in of death, hath made many of Gods 
people; not onely willing to die, bit allo eartieſtly defirvus 
of its inſtant approach. The Apoſtle Par! hid an earneſf de- 
fire to be diſſolved. He did not onely deſire to die , but defired 
it, with A vetement affeQion , as Some give out the ſence of 
the Greek tearms , Phil. 1.23, And that which heightned, 
and imflamed I« defice was, the glory , he knew , would at- 
tend him , immcdiately upon his difſylution. He deſired to be 
diſſolved, that fo h: might 5e with Chriſt which 7s oz wtxxty 
wage much mmch better , or farr much better, Meditate T 
beſeech you upon the gain ofdeath; and by rhis work up your 
ſpirits to a willingneſs for death \, when God ſummons to 
it. *Tis one part of dying well, to dic willingly. 

Secondly ; learn hence , So to aiſpoſe of your ſelves in life, 
as that ye may die in the faith. and fear of the Loyd. This'srhe 
way to be happy after death. A ſun-ſhine day may be cloſed 
up with a ſtormy evening ; but a gracious life ſhall never end 
in an'evil , and unhappy death. Such as the premiſes in life 
are, ſuch will the conclxſion in death alway be. * Mark 
the perfeftt man , and behold the wpright, for the end 
of that martss peace. Oa the contrary; although death be gain 
to the Saints, yet it is a plague of plagues to the wicked. ney 
that die in ſin , ſhall die erernally. The wicked[ that is ſuc 
as live, and die thus ] all be turned into bell, P/al.9.17. You 
muſt make it your buſineſs tolive, and die co the Zoyd, if 
you defire to be bleſſed after death. 'B/dſe4are they,all they, 
and onely they that die in the Lord. 

3. For aconcluſion of all ; Do believers enter into glory, 
immediately upon death ? Let 4s 'not mourn immoderately ſor 
enr arparted Friends , who are deadin the Lord. They arenow, 
with the Lord, they now reſt from their labour: ; and have 
receivedin part the reward of their works. Oh farr be ic from 
us to mourn — » fith theſe friends of ours whom we 
bemone , have gained ſo exceedingly by their departure from 
us, We ſhould not ſo much mourn over the bodies of the 

Saints, 


, departed Saints, 
s: [Alte tral the pulahart blkthens, "aSoverthe fankc of 

ds WM firings , Beotiſe God hath forſaken them. Exceſſive mourn. 

us. & ing for the dew'is a practiſe moſt unbeſceming, choſe: that 

le M profeſs thit name of Chri/t. It nay be tolerable in Heathens, 

ed B that ſhave no hope: bur 'tis damn4ble in believing Chriſti- 

of fl ans. 1 0w/4 14t have you 1940r48t , brethren , concermius them 

>, BF that art aſt#ep that ye ſorrow nut , evin as others which hve 

U- wo hope. i T heſſ. 4.13. It is a very gredtlin in choſe thac 

be believe the r+#7 ; and r7/Ivrettion of departed Saints, immy- 

i I derately to lament for thoſe , rhat are pone to ther reſt; tb 

I BU is A hratheniſh prattife, and calls for dereſtaricn, tot imaite- 

ar i #2. Abraham Gen. 23. 4. Treares with the ſens of Herb for 

0 If a burying place, that © he might bury his wife $.:-:44 our of 

his ſight. He choſe rather to forget her , then forper humielf 

by a laviſh , and over-abounding ſorrow. And it is 0bſerve- 

1e able that our Saviowr Chriſt when he came to the Rulers 

d houſe fatth. 9. 23. Reprehends ſmartly the 94/5:54a5, be- . 

d FF cauſe (according tothe * cx/fom of thele times) they played * z -;,,, 
e WM their ſad tunes to increaſe ſorrow , whereas they ſhould ra- 33 2; 
k ther have mitigated , and allayed it. Nature is of it ſelf too / - 8: 17 
d 
n 


prone to exceed the bounds of ſobriety. 

1 beſeech you all that hear menow ; but all you more eſpe- 
cially , that ſympathize in the ſorrow of this day through 
the-death of our departed Siſter , that ye mitigate , and 190.4e- 

U rate your ſorrow, and grief, Doyou bound, and limit ir, leaſt 
f MW it hurt your ſelves , diſhonour God , bring the proteſiion of 
the goſpel into contempt, You have all loſt, (1 know} by 
this deat-ſtroke; Oh know , know ; 1 That God is able to 
repay your loſſes,and will do ſo if you wait upon him. Nene 
y of them that truſt in him ſhall be deſolate, Plal.34. 22. Secondly 
, BY It was thewill of the Lord to have it thus, and you ſhould 
> WI willingly ſubmit to it. /cz5 the Lord(faid old E!:) let bim ds what 
| Wl /eereth him good 1 Sam.3.18, Thirdly comfort your lelives ! ! 44/4. 
» © with this: her gain is intinitely beyond your loſs.She(we hope '*: 
| I is gone from earth, to heaven; from a vale of miſery, to a hill 
» IF of joy; fromthe company of us weak, and ſinfull men, to a» 
innumerable company of Angels ; to the generalaſſembly , aud 
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Charch of tbe firſt born, which are written in heaven, aud t 
God the jugde of all , and to the ſpirits of ju#t men made perfett, 
and to 7, us the Mediatour of the new covenant , Heb. 12, 22, 
In a word ſheis gone, from the Church mi/itan: ,to the 
Church :r:inmphane ; from ſojourning here in Gods tabernacle, 
To dwel upon hs holy hill; from labowring here in the kingdom 
of grace, to reſt] and bleſſedxeſs in the Kingdom of glory. F, 

this reſt and bleſſedneſ5 , O bleſſed Father, fit , and prepare us 
To this re#7 , and b/eſſedneſs O wn # , lead, and dire& 
us : Ofthis reſ#,and bleſſedneſs : O bleſſed Spirre , certifie, and 
aſſureus; and with this reſt , and bleſſedneſ7 , O moſt bleſſed 
God ,who art three in perſon, and but one in eſſence , in thy 
due time crown , and comfort us , even for thy mercy ſake. 
Amen, Ames. 


FINIS. 


